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Jonathan L.arson

February 4, 1960 - January 25, 1996

Jonathan Larson spent the greater part of his life working toward success in the theater. For most of his last
fourteen years, he supported himself as a waiter while struggling to combine modern music with the drama of

live theater; theater that would
appeal to his generation and to
those that would follow. While he
had plans for much more, RENT was
the culmination of those efforts.

Jonathan did not live to see RENT
open Off Broadway. He did not read
the rave reviews or see the limou-
sines lined up in front of the small
theater...did not watch his show
move to Broadway and to theaters
around the country...was not able
to accept the Pulitzer Prize and
Tony®™ Awards he earned or to revel
in the presence of a Broadway
audience that was joyously yelling
and applauding.

He never had the pleasure of being
engulfed in the electrifying excite-
ment that 1s present when RENT is
on the stage.

His sudden, unexpected death on
the day before his dream came true
is the stuff of tragedy.

But Jonathan's was a magnificent
talent and he left us a magnificent
gift. He left us a show that is of
our time — and of all time. A
show that speaks in both words
and music to the spedific issues of
today and to the timeless problems
that humankind has faced through
all eternity. A show that gives us
another way to look at things. A
show that teaches love — not fear,

It is an enormous gift which, hap-
pily, 1s reaching, touching and
changing thousands of lives.

It is his legacy; his gift to us and
to our children and to our chil-
dren’s children. Enjoy it.
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Words and Music by
JONATHAN LARSON
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Out Tonight

Words and Music by
JOMNATHAN LARSON
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Words and Music by
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