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A Guide to the
Charlie Christian
Guitar Style

Although it is not the inlention of this book to deal extensively with
basic chord eonstruction and counterpoint, this section presents several posi
Lions and concepts used most often throughout the solos that follow. This
should serve as an aid to understanding and playing the music of Charlie
Christian. The reader i strongly encouraged to fill in any gaps with supple-
mentary instrisction and reading,

First, a word about certain contrapuntal devices used throughout the
sodos,

Passing Tones(P.T.)

I. Scatewise—fill in Lhe notes of the chromatic 2eale between chord toncs.

=
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Z. Chromatic—{ill in the noles of the chromatic scale hetween chord

Lirmis,

Note: Usually a pussing tone falls on 4 weak beat or weak part of the best,
tiowever, it is characteristic of Charlie Christians style o play accented pass-
ing tunes {(falling on a strong beat or strong part of the beat).

Grace Notes(G.N.)

Very often the $2nd i played before the major drid,

e

Less often the major Tth is plaved before the root.
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Sometimes the 6th acts as a groce note to the b Tth,

G.M Gl iGN

Appogiaturas (App.)

The 4th often precedes the grace note figure, § 2nd to 3rd.

F
r—--—-l'_'
====2=
App. GM.

Charlie Chnstian made extensive used of the chromatic seale, The chart
that follows will attempt to show how it iz possible to use all twelve notes of
the chromatic scale.

=.-'

The Chromatic Scale
Funetions of Each Scale De gree as Related to a C Chord

C Root {chord tone)

C8 Db chromatic passing lone between oot and 9th

D b4 {chord tonc)

[} 9th (chord tone); also functions as 2nd—scalewizse passing tone between
root and 3rd

D# Eb chromatic passing tone belween 9th and 10th (3rd)

Eb  b3rd (blues note); also chord tone in minor chord

E 3rd {chord tone)

F appogiatura 4th vsually followed by #2nd to 3rd; slao scalewise passing
tone hetween 3rd and Sth

FRGE chromatic passing tone {when preceded by 4th) hetween 3rd and
Sth;eg..EF FRG

Gh bSth (Blues note)

G 5Sth (chord tone)

§ Ab chromatic passing tone between Sth and 6th

GE #5th {altered chord Lune)

A 6th (chord tone); sometimes grace note to bTth

Be  b7th (blues note)

B major Tth (chord tone in major Tth chord); sometimes a grace note Lo root

Ch chromatic passing tone between root and bTth



Common Positions for Playing off of Chords

F major

A major

Major Chord (Tonic)
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b7in + '
[N
[} 94k
fith ] Qth
LIE
7
b 7tk

Added Chord Tones

iith

se e 6th

i il major Tik
% ik

N,
g an

ET.

P.T.o

BT

ET.

Dirnaments

hd

L2
-

P.T:

L 3

— e
b

GLN.

App.

- T

= ML



12

F7
L
L
[ ]
3K
BY
BE
MEEIE,
X
| =

Dominant Tth Chords

Stk

Added Chord Tones Chrnaments
@[ |- K —1
¢ @@ BET1IX
i_ PT. £—@ & @—rT.
(K} LI1e]e
Added Chosd Tomnes Dirnaments
e %f Gth +
* PT. e
| 9890 .,
b L XXX
K .
Extra Dominant Positions
F7/6
. »
[ ]
(@
P




Bm

[ ]

]
L B ]
F#m
*e

L ]

*
Em
f
P

Minor Chords

Added Chord Tones Ornaments
Gth
* BT
b7th 2K (YK
’ [ S
oo | @ [XIEK.
@b Tth *
PT.
Added Chord Tones Ornaments
6k LY.
g o I :?
b7th see .
5th ET. @%—M.
iy 1 KT
e
b7th PT.
Added Chord Tones Ornamenits
ET:
Ham EABAEN
® — 6th e@e @7
| TEE [ 'X}
| l_l b7 PT.TT®®
AR IEIK!

13




Playing through Changes

Charlie Christian was a master al playing through a serics of chords,
often a cycle of 5ths type of progression. He did this by connecting the vari-
oug positions llustraled in a smooth and exciting manner. He often antici-
pated the approaching chord during the previous one (anticipation—anl.)
ereating a fecling of great drive, Throughoul the solos vou will find extensive
use of the interval of the tritone { §4th) to chromatically connect a series of

Tth chorda.

Here i= an excerpt from “1 Can't Give You Anything but Love™ illustrating

many of the points discusaed in this section.
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As Long as I Live Words by Ted Koehler

Musgc by Harold Arlen
(solo middle eight only) -
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Dinah

by Sam Lewis, Joe Young, and Harry Aksi

4 =116 Ab 1
ﬁh T . i T _} 1.' T - _;- 7
1 4 5 e . ! ¢ )
5 - o —— =
® @ &>—
3 1
b : g 3 , 8—-3 3
E . _Iﬂ' T e ———
?—E Ftl——ﬂh__'___khrﬂ' ii— ':H‘F—_] —
— - & @ @ @ g— @
EIJT . 1 3 é 1
" 3 1 3 1 1i -
e e[
- T
— —
== - i T F— @ o
Ab Eh7 Ab 1
} 2 4 !'. 4 + & T r* ¥ F
ﬁ%f_r—? —0 B =
2 00— @ @ - @
'l
;& e o A 4 1 g 3
LY 1 I 1 '} i | ]
i 1 i1 o ] I ] lT_r_
; @ O @ @ @
Bbm? Eb7 .
: - —_—— e (S NP =
il I b‘r _q——ﬁl L : = _ﬂ]'__F =
- 1 T L#_ii L-s.;F ijl_-
— % © G—— g B
Ab 2
. L L s & J 4 2.
IF .|__ & E ﬂ - : _i_ 1 [ — 1 I
[y lEr — 3
Copytight & 1925

16

by Mills Miasic, Inc. Copytight Renewed 1953, Used wilh Perm issdun. Al Mights Reserved,




r.d

-3

e 1

& @ O—

@

@ @ &

@

@G— @ @ @

i



Good Morning Rlues

Lyrics by James Rushing
Music by Count Basic and Ed Durham
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oneysuckle Rose (1)

by Fats Waller snd Andy Razaf
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ll‘ﬁﬁ-! Rﬂﬂp f‘") by Fats Waller and Andy Razaf
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ysuckle Rose (1) by Fats Waller and Andy Razaf
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by Dorothy Fields

%Y Give You Angthing but Love and Jimmy McHugh

' 1 ;_#" l_ﬂ" 8 . — =

1
e 1 - LE 3 1 il @ I
' 1 b:r . = : oo e = 3 -
® @ D— @ @ @ @— @
Be Bbm7 Eb7 i
e 1
'I.I-'-’: - 1 - i 3 3__1_} i } £ ..r. =
T&L s i 1
v n - £ # ' _L'"—#_H‘F:
o BDO— 32 ©® @ @ o=
3-”2 1 L Db
el 2 o [
il = P &/ £ b 3 1 : 1l 5 o —
S RS SR
- T __ J I
E' @' 'E = 'E' ol -.q-_.:'

]
o f
48
1

I liIIE#HIEJI = J‘gpl.annmm 16 __I

— 00— T — 00— @ @ @

LasgryFigh £ 1938 by Mills Musiz, Inc. Copyright Renewed, Used with Permission. All Rights Resereed,

)




Fda, Sweet as Apple Cider

Lyrics by Eddie Leomard
Music by Eddie Munson
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I Surrender Dear

by Gordon Clifford and Harry Barris
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'] :\rﬂﬂ? ﬂﬂby (_'}ll Words and Music by

Jack Palrer and Spencer Williams
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Found a New Baby (II) Words and Music by

Juck Palmer and Spencer Williams
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oneysuckle Rose (1)

by Fats Waller snd Andy Razaf
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ll‘ﬁﬁ-! Rﬂﬂp f‘") by Fats Waller and Andy Razaf
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ysuckle Rose (1) by Fats Waller and Andy Razaf
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by Dorothy Fields

%Y Give You Angthing but Love and Jimmy McHugh
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Fda, Sweet as Apple Cider

Lyrics by Eddie Leomard
Music by Eddie Munson
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I Surrender Dear

by Gordon Clifford and Harry Barris
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'] :\rﬂﬂ? ﬂﬂby (_'}ll Words and Music by

Jack Palrer and Spencer Williams
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Found a New Baby (II) Words and Music by

Juck Palmer and Spencer Williams
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Pagin® the Dervil

by Walter Page and Milt Gabler
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The Sheik of Araby (1) by Harry B. Smith, Francis Wheeler, and Ted Snyder
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The Sheik of Araby (1)

by Hamry B. Smith, Francis Wheeler, and Ted Smyder
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by Hoagy Carmichael snd Mitchell Parish

Stardust (¥)
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Stardust (1)

by Hoagy Carmichsel and Mitchell Parish
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Swing to Bop

112 (first bridge)
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Part 1 —End Solo
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Discography

The following is a discography of Charlie Christian’s recorded output,
Some albums are imports and some are out of print, Either write the record
company of look in the vintage jazz section of your nearesl major record
store (or one that specializes in rare and uul-u:nf-print jaﬂ- albumas).

Solo Flight—The Genius of Charlie Christian )

Columbia CG 30779, John Hammaond Collection.

“As Long as T Live,” “Honeysuckle Roee (1), “1 Can't Give You Anything
but Love,” “I've Found a New Baby (I1),” “Stardust (I).”

Charlie Christian With The Benny Coodman Sextel And Orchestra
Columbia CL 652,

Solo Flight—Charlie Christian With The Benny Goodman Sextel, Septel, and
Urchestra

CBS (Columbia), Aimez-Fous le Jazz no. 3 62-581. (Printed in Holland)

“As Long as I Live,” “Honeysuckle Hose (1),” "1 Can’t Give You Anything
but Love,” “I've Found a New Baby (1), “I Surrender Dear,” “Stardust (11),"
“The Sheik of Araby (I)."

John Hammaond’s Spirituals To Swing—The Legendary Carnegie Hall Concerts
of 1938/9

Vanguard (&) VRS B523/4

“Good Moming Blues,” “Honeysuckle Rose (TIT)," “Pagin® the Devil.™

¢ Charlie Christian—Archive of Folk Music — Jazz Serics

Everest F5-219

Write for inflormation to Everest Hecords, 10920 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 410,
L-A., Califormia 90024.

“Guy's Got to Go,” “Lips Flips," “Swing to Bop,” “Up on Teddy's Hill.”

Chartie Christian Live 1939/1941—Jazz Anthology

Musidisc 30 JA 3181, (Printed in France)

“Dinsh,” “Honeysuckle Rose (11),” “1da, Sweet as Apple Cider,” “The Sheik
of Araby (TT)."



Inlmdm-mg an Fxmtmtr new
series for serious jazz musicians:
The Jazz Master Series

4 harrlie d hettian

Bued Powall

by Llittord Jay Safane
Imcluces:

Cekia

Might in Tunisia
Hallucinations
Strictly Confidential
Tempus Fugit

and maore

FE Q5040352

Charlie Chrlstian

by Stan Ay erafl

Inchiades:

Honevsuckle Bozs

Srardust

Dinah

Swing to Bop

I Can’t Give You Anything
but Lave

anid mara,

B Q& M08

Degigned for tha mugician wheo is excited by the unigue ocpporiunity to learn tha

styles and wechnigues of jazz greats. These books—the Tirst in this new sarios—each

cantain waluaile note-for-note ramicriptions of the artist's most impertant recondings
many anpaaring in print for the first tims

Miles Dawis Charfia Parkar

oy Stuart lsacoll by Stuart Escoff
Lozl nchass Inciudes:

Dig Bird of Paradize
Groowin® High Gdnd Street Theme
Stella by Starlight I'H Remember April
Fonsr Oop Bop Sh-bam
Dh:r{-;-.l That's Earl, Brothas
amd mmirg, and marn

E5. 3540081 —Far All T Instrumands
[0S —Foe EFr Aled Sax

S5.0R 70 —For Al C ingsrumenis
O400ES—For Bl Trsmpe

Django Reinhardt Thelonsous Maonk
by Stan Ayerofi by Sturart lsacoff
Inciuces: Imecludes

Muagas Ruby My Dear
Diimah | Maan You
Shine Off Minar
Genrgea On My Mind and mora,

Youl Rascsl You S5.85/040080

anad miore.

Fh DB 00E

Asgilable wt local music s1ones o dirsesly from- Munc Sales O orporarion, Dept. BA
33 Wiwat BIh Sireet, Mew York 10023, Plesse mid 604 for postage and handiing.
wirina tor our basatifully illoscreted, FREE catalog.

£ D0ES

Stan Ayeredf i ¢ native Californian who

studied music composition 3t the Cal-

ifornda Enstinate of the Arts, and classi

cal guitar ot California State Universiey

#t Marthridpe. He recorded wiith the

Wiest '“-"ﬁ““ Pog Art Experimenial Band

afe of the first multi-media rock groups

of the sixtes, and with The Smoke

Stan was ma |:.-'~=|I direcior of the

Mystic Knighes of the Qinge Boingo. a

FUArTEa| G t"ﬁla:v':l-n'n.:l: group, and was

cofourder and |eadar of Or. Jazz, &

coftbemporary swing hand, He curmently

pays quitar for Vikki Carr, and is active

EE 3 CCHTIQOSET, AFTANGAT, &M Lediion

@NTArEL on the ‘West Coast. Stan is the e

author of Dyange Bsinhards, another ’.-""-—-‘

book iy he Jarr Mastar sarias [/
\
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ISEN 0-8256-2084.9



