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When Hot Rats first dropped onto my sick little teenage record player back in
1969, I planted myself on the floor and sandwiched my head between the two speakers,
expecting yet another masterpiece from Frank Zappa.

But what another masterpiece!

Even by Frank's brilliant standards, Hot Rats is in a class by itself. With its
angular melodies, quick-change rhythms, and eccentric arrangements, Hot Rats basically
invented that peculiar musical genre known as fusion. I think it also remains the finest
jazz-rock album of all time. Everything about Hot Rats, from Sugarcane Harris's
screeching violin to Ian Underwood's exuberant saxes (not to mention Don Van Vliet at
his growly Beefheartiest) continues to amaze me. I've been listening to it for more than
three decades now, and I keep hearing new things in Frank's extended guitar solos, which
play like sneaky little compositions within the bigger pieces. (And does anyone else hear
a wee bit of Stravinsky's Petrouchka in "Willie the Pimp"?)

One little confession: the cover of Love Is Hell, my first cartoon book, was
inspired by the graphic starkness of the Hot Rats cover. I admitted this to Frank and Gail
several years ago, which led to Gail asking me to write this little piece. Gail also asked if
I still had my original beat-up LP copy of Hot Rats, so here it is reproduced in all its
mottled, stained, dog-eared glory, complete with candle-wax drippings.

HOT RATS ... HOT ROOTS ... HOT ZITS ... what another masterpiece!

Matt Groening
Los Angeles
December 21, 2000
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Willie the Pimp
By Frank zappa
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By Frank zappa
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Little Umbrellas
By Frank zappa

Dsus2 Fm7 D07 Cmaj9 B~maj7 B~131F E7#9 Am G6
x"'- 114

& .7& tlr fr .6fr.6f'

x ,-.. x "Sfr Rl8f
r II Sfr II

13411 13121 23141 T 3121 T 4321 3124 2134 T 3111 T 324

F~ Cmaj9 m
A~7~5 Gm9 C7#9 B~ Fm9 C#7#9 E

" x

.5&

x x "
"6fr

"...- " 00

Ii II II II IISf' S&II
T 3244 13211 1324 T 1113 2134 T 321 13111 21333 231

F# G A B~ Cadd# 11 D~add# 11 E~ Em F#m

II II
....- ....- " x"'-

II115f
r 116f

r Ilf' Sfr 6f, 117fr
134211 1342J.o 134211 134211 T3421 T3421 1333 13421 134111

•• Grr.2

~~
I]] Main Theme

Fm7 Dsus2 Fm7 Dsus2 Fm7rrr: rrr: rrr: fTT)!7TI

I!JIntro
SlowJ =68

Dsus2

'Gtr'lTJT)
~f' ..

" - ~.
~

rrf 3

.
.~ ... .- .-

• Piano arr, for grr. •• Horns & synth. arr. for gtT.

Dsus2 Fm7

rTnfTTJ
Dsus2 Fm7

fTTJ fTTJ
sim.

Sva-

.. .1.'"'_. 1._----:-------.
------------- ......... loco

b..

f

,-

.-,~.-
t 3rd time, play G'

Cmaj9 B~maj7 Cmaj9 Bbrnaj?

iJ !J iJ !J
" q-/ll---/II- -/II- b.. ~-~. ~ Jr.~ ~~ r. -/11-"-"'-/11- -/II- .. ~

~

,~ .~ .~ .'~ ......~ - .~ .~.. 'A ..

3rd time, To Coda 2

,...--3-----n
~ - -

.v
I

tt Play cuenotes.3rd time

\
Fm7 B~131F

rrr: rrt:
8

)
II.

Dsus2 Fm7 Dsus2 D07

rrri rrr: rrri i. . . . . . . b' . . . .
~ ~ b-/ll-~ )~ ~

'. vn-----------------------~·A. _____._________

" q-/ll-...If. ~ ~ - - b.. -
tJ

.- .~ ee A~ .~

,~ .A .~ .~ .~ .- .- .- 'Y.- .- ft on ... .ft n ... Aft - .
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To Coda 1-$

G6 F6~ Cmaj9 III

n r»)
Am

)
loco

~
[[I Secondary Theme

Am G6 F6~ Cmaj9 Ill

n i-r:
8

E7$9

JTT) JTT)
.. .. . . .. .. .. ..

Il.
va -,

.". ."..fIL • .". • .". ."..fIL • .". ."..
ll.I -

"-

4ft ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~.. '" ... " .. " ~- - -

Am

)
Ab7b5

)
Gm9

)
C7$9

)
Bb

)
Fm9

)
C#7#9

J
~

[Q]Keyboard Ensemble Solo

E F# G
¢ (> ¢

A

o
Bb
e

Cadd#11

(>
Dbadd#ll

e

2nd time, D.S. 01 Coda 1

Eb
¢

1\

ll.I

. .

. .
-$Coda 1

Am AI>7b5

) )
Gm9

)
C7#9

) )
Fm9

)

D.S.S. 01Coda 2

C#7#9

J
1\ .". • ... b.fILq.fIL~ ~ ~ .fIL .... • b.fIL... . b-6'

ll.I '-3 .....

...
~

~ ~ _ A .... ... ~

... 4ft n n .... n ...- '- - 4ft .... .... 'ft

-$ Coda 2
Em A

J
F#m

¢
rit.pocoa poco ~J. ~,m#_

-&--- ----ru.pocoa p::::oc::::;o:---------
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The Gumbo Variations
By Frank 2'appa

• GIr. 1

'AIIntro .J-104
L!!.J Moderately - N.C.(G7)

,. .. -=- .. . . =- ..,..

llJ .... r - r - r ....

mf

* .ft .ft Oft

ft A " n .. 'ft "*.ft ... ft .ft ft ... ¥ • ft ........ • ¥ .... ... ...
.y .¥ .W 'w

• Bassau. forgtr.

,,~ 1._ .....--..r--,

[]] Theme
N.C.(G7)

..--, GIr.2 (dist.)

llJ r - ~

f
;i;:-" - .....1Rt.. 1Ii-" -+ -+ -+ -+ ....... ,> ....

"--' -....-' > ." I..." ." -;»
~ > >

1/4
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> >
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'w
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1.1 ~
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~ >
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+
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It Must Be a Camel
By Frank Zappa

Fmaj9 Csus2 Bbsus2 A9sus4 Gsus4 D?sus4 D9 (no3rd) B7sus4 Asus2

If'
x x~

IIrf f
x x

II .7.II II II Ii Ill'"2143 13411 13411 2314 123411 2 341 2 333 122234 1233

Ebsus2 Dm? Abmaj9 Fsus2 Emaj7#l1 A6#11 G#m Eb/G DbC#l1)1F.6.It glofrM e ~ xo ~ x x 0

II II'" Ir Ii'" Ii ill
13411 13121 2143 T34 11 21341 1324 134111 T 3121 T 3 24

Bb61F Gbsus2 Asus2 Ebmaj? Cmaj?# 11 Gmaj? Bmaj?# 11 Absus2 F?#l1
x 112

&

xxx x~ .f x x ~ xxx II"II lIt II'" 113
• II'" Dr

1 3333 124 124 13241 2 4311 1 2444 2 4311 124 21131

D6sus2 A/C# DIF# Bm Em? D/C Bbmaj9

.Sf'117

& R 7f
r 117ff mrtl 7ff IISf'

124 311 311 T 311 13121 2 111 2 1131

IKJ
SlowJ =69

Fmaj9 Csus2 B~sus2 A9sus4 Gsus4
'" GIl".1 - .------- ;:= ~ ":: ------II~ : --- :

:
oJ .- -' /11 .-----....-....~.. 0:' , ::: :::'

"1"

* Pianoarc.forgtr.

D7sus4 D9 (no3rd) Csus2 B7sus4 Asus2 Ebsus2

: ~ ~ - - ~ I ~ '?,• • ~ • ~ !-

oJ ..
" .. '- -~'--

#

Dm? Abmaj9 Gsus4 Bbsus2 Fsus2

~'"
1"""'""= r:-= -:-=~ -----: -:-=~~ • • & :

: : :
oJ • '---'" ---=OJ . .... ..~... ..

~ . , ~ : ~:~
'T

'" T = Thumb on 6th string
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~oo
Fmaj9

Gtt. (J
Emaj7#11

~
~: I~:

.
3

1\ .'ti:i"~
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r I I
2:' ,ft,e: **Gtr.2 lit- ..> ....

'1.1 ::.
~

y I -6-

'll • (cent,in slash)
let ring - - .... i

~ 'A

X ;J ;os ft

;; ft" ft;; ..
;x :.:: ....

A .A A

• Soundsoneoctave •• Hornsarr.for gtr,
higher on recording.

Csus2 Bbsusz

)-
A9sus4

) n
3

" f!;..fIL* - .. .. 1fLJJ. -
e) - nr-.....---y<:» r-I- --.., .. ...- . ..

.. ft .. ft .. .. e

" ... - . . . .. . . . ..
.. .. • ft 4ft ..

ft

D7sus4

nJ
To Coda-$

Csus2 B7sus4

r>.n n
It. .fIL - ~ ::It ... JI..

e) i I .. I ~ .J -3 - --
.. .. 'A

~ r
.

~ .. r .. :, I::
~

"
y . .. . ow

ft

r .. ;. ~ .. .. ft :; ....
~ ., ft
w w .

Asus2

)
Ebsusz

)1"""""--)) ) ) )

Dm7n ) ) )
A~maj9r: )

It

e) I I I

5 5 5

.. .. .. ,. .. .. ,. Oft .ft .- .., .r .ft .- Oft .e .ft .ft • ., .~

.;.; ;.; .;.; ;.; .;.; ;.; .;. .;.; .;ft .;ft I:: .;ft .;ft.. .. ... .. .. .. .- .- .- .- .w .- .- .- .-
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Gsus4 B~sus2

P )

Fsus2 Emaj7#11

J. J. J.
,,~ - t:\

... -- '-..:...'~ 7J.____ 7J.~7!

--..:.....::::: --:;,;.;::::::;c-

'n,
v

.n
,-

Ito ... "v ;. ;..

E~/G

J.
G#m

J.3

A6#1I

J.
i-- - .,

] 3 ..--=----...
- #[T1 ~-J~J-.J-I ~

r-----5~
• Gtr, 3 - -
"

- ~
.., r J ~

.; I 3 '-'"
• Gtr.4 3 '--3---' "'""-'" '--"'---- 5-----'

divisi
• n ... n .. ... ... .; n"":, ..

. n n ;. ;, n n n ;. ;,
:: ::

~ ~

• Kybd, art. for gtr,

D~(#11)1F

J.
"~J----J.

B~61F

J.
*- J

G~sus2

J.
I

3

1----
\.,:;;: ...

.; I I
3

.ft....

Bmaj7#11

J.
b

.ft

.ft .V... ...~ .. ..
"

Gmaj7

J.
Gtr.41:a(:¢1

Cmaj7#11

J.
Ebmaj?

J.
1

steadygliss. steady gli,.,
.~... o.

~ n on on

~- -

Asus2

J.
[)~ .~n~I::J

loco

- I.;: Gtrt a h ...... m:;..;.:.::.:;.;:... _m---nn ... hm.~:;:.::.::~.. n---;.l Gtr'i#_' ,A&)
" - ..
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• n .... ... ....

on ... .. ..
n .~ ..,-

.~

fl'

67



Absus2

J.
......3...-.

A Fill,~r.-; 1
~ ---=~

Jl,

}~)

-~-

Em7Bm

).

~.

Ott. 5 (clean)

Gtrs.3 & 4 eacet

AlC# DIF#

). }~)
3~

D6sus2F;#ll

J. J.
hn~nmn

~~
wi compression

_________ ~__0 _

., ft.lft

I]]
Double-timeJ'"148
'D/C

n ... ,,- -- -r-: ... ,.-

.., I

p ....
A p

~

~

• Chord symbolsreflectoverall harmony.

.. It. ~ ... _ ... - * --------., .... ~:l!
. ~-.. :l!: ....:l!:... _... _ ..co.-

..,
'---3-...J 3

-;:r

- -5- - ,..-...,
P A-5- P P

, Playedbehindthe beat.

..~ . . . . ......---. .. IA\ IA\
... ... .. 4-... . .. ... ... .. .. .. ...... ........ +- .. +- .. 4- .... +-..A.u.

..,
e;' ..

~3---'

~

'--3--' -:r

~

II I",'

rr-.
~

.......- ......-.........-...

,...,
AlL" ............ ... e:'"_ ...... nfl .............~ ....e ..............,-..,.. ...... ..
~

-5- -5-
rr-;

5 1115 -s
,..-..., ,..-...,
5 1115 111

.....---....
._ ._ u 5 1115 ..... 5 555 ·iT

~
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n
E G
®®
open 3fr

D

SLIGHT(MICROTONE)BEND:Strikethe
noteandbendup1/4step.

1st & 2ndstnngsopen, openDchord
playedtogether

GRACENOTEBEND:Strikethenoteandbendupas
indicated.Thefirstnotedoesnottakeupanylime.

I'-

4thstring,2ndfret

" JJ..

ltJ u

: -:: :::
¥ ::... ::;-

WHOLE-STEPBEND:Strikethenoteand
benduponestep.
~

Notes:
E F
C ~
A B
F ~

Strings
E
B
G
~

A
E

HALf-STEPBEND:Strikethenoteandbend
up1/2step.

TABLATUREgraphicallyrepresentsthe
guitarfingerboard.EachIlorizontalline
representsastring,andeachnumber
representsafret.

THEMUSICALSTAffshowspitchesand
rhythmsandisdividedbybarlinesinto
measures.Pitchesarenamedafterthefirst
sevenlettersof thealphabet.

Guitar Notation Legend
D A

Guitar Music can be notated three different ways:on a musicalstaff, in tablature,and in rhythmslashes.

RHYTHMSLASHESarewrittenabovethe
staff.Strumchordsintherhythmindicated.
Usethechorddiagramsfoundatthetopof
thefirstpageofthetranscriptionforthe
appropriatechordvoicings.Round
noteheadsindicatesinglenotes.

1/2 full If./ 114

BENDANDRELEASE:Strikethenoteand
bendupasindicated,thenreleasebackto the
originalnote.Onlythefirstnoteisstruck.

r-r:>:

PRE-BEND:Bendthenoteasindicated,then
strikeit.

VIBRATO:ThestringisVibratedbyrapidly
bendingandreleasingthenotewiththe
frettinghand.

_'l>'l>'l>_~

WIDEVIBRATO:Thepitchisvariedto agreater
degreebyvibratingwiththefrettinghand.

~

fun

HAMMER-ON:Strikethefirst (lower)notewith
one!inger,thensoundthehighernote(onthe
samestring)withanotherfingerbyfrettingit
withoutpicking.
~

PULL-Off:Placebothfingersonthenotes
to besounded.Strikethefirstnoteand
withoutpicking,pUllthefingeroffto sound
thesecond(lower)note.
~

LEGATOSUDE:Strikethefirstnoteand
thenslidethesamefret-handfingerupor
downto thesecondnote.Thesecondnote
isnotstruck.

SHIfTSLIDE:Sameaslegatoslide.except
thesecondnoteisstruck.

TRILL:Veryrapidlyalternatebetweenthe
notesindicatedbycontinuouslyhammering
onandpullingoff.

frfl-----

TAPPING:Hammer("tap")thefretindicated
withthepick-handindexor middlefingerand
pulloffto thenotefrettedbythefrethand.

~

T

NATURALHARMONIC:Strikethenotewhile
thefret'handlightlytouchesthestring
directlyoverthefretindicated.

PINCHHARMONIC:Thenoteisfretted
normallyandaharmonicisproducedbyadding
theedgeofthethumbor thetip oftheindex
fingerofthepickhandtothenormalpickattaCk.

P.H.

PICKSCRAPE:Theedgeof thepickis
rubbeddown(orup)thestring,producing
ascratchysound.

MUffLEDSTRINGS:Apercussivesoundis
producedbylayingthefrethandacrossthe
string(s)withoutdepressing,andstrikingthem
withthepickhand.

PALMMUTING:Thenoteispartiallymuted
bythepickhandIIghtlytouchingthe
string(s}justbeforethebridge.

P.M. • __• ,

RAKE:Dragthepickacrossthestrings
indicatedwithasinglemotion.

TREMOLOPICKING:Thenoteispickedas
rapidlyandcontinuouslyaspossible.

72

VIBRATOBARDIVEANDRETURN:The
pitchofthenoteorchordisdroppeda
specifiednumberofsteps(inrhythm)then
returnedtotheoriginalpitch.

·1

VIBRATOBARSCOOP:Depressthebarjust
beforestrikingthenote,thenquickly
releasethebar.

w/bar ~~ .;.

VIBRATOBARDIP:Strikethenoteandthen
immediatelydropaspecifiednumberof
steps,thenreleasebacktotheoriginalpitch.

·112 ·1/2
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